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Faith Sharing:
Conversation That
Transforms Us

Each issue of SUNDAY BY SUNDAY
engages adults in the work of
interpreting the gospel for their
individual lives and for the upbuilding
of the human community. In its four
pages, SUNDAY BY SUNDAY begins a
conversation among adults that can
only be completed as we act lovingly
and justly where each of us lives.

SUNDAY BY SUNDAY asks adults to
become companions on a faith
journey together, to nourish each
other through faith sharing, scripture
reflection, and prayer. In the give and
take of conversation, we witness how
God acts in our lives, we remember
Jesus’ story, and we glimpse ways to
transform ourselves, our homes, our
workplaces, our parishes, and our
human future together.

SUNDAY BY SUNDAY reflects on
scripture by following the lectionary,
the Church’s book of scripture
readings organized for reading aloud
at worship. The Sunday lectionary
selects from the 72 books of the bible
the scripture passages for the Sundays
of the liturgical year.

This year we read from Matthew’s
gospel in the autumn and begin
Mark’s gospel in Advent. The first
readings, usually from the Old
Testament, are chosen to fit in with
the gospel theme. SUNDAY BY
SUNDAY often uses a portion of the
second reading for opening or closing
prayer.

Welcome to SUNDAY BY SUNDAY,
published by the Sisters of St. Joseph
in St. Paul, Minnesota. The Holy
Spirit is with you as you open your
hearts to Jesus’ story.

hen we gather to share our faith and study the

scriptures, we are gathering together as
church. Jesus has promised to be with us whenever
two or more gather in his name. SUNDAY BY
SUNDAY will help you keep faith and build

community.
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1 Pray Each issue of
SUNDAY BY SUNDAY begins
and ends with prayer and often
with a simple ritual. Praying
together at the beginning of
the session invites participants
into the gospel theme of the
Sunday. Sharing petitions and
commitments at the close
sharpens each person’s
awareness of the network that
makes community.
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NARRATOR: When the Pharisees an¢
heard Jesus had silenced the s
Sadducees, who puta questionto .’
him about resurrection from the

dead, the Pharisees assembled
together. One of them, a lawyer, in “”;
an attempt to trip Jesus up, asked: "

LAWYER: Teacher, which

commandment of the law is the
greatest?

JESUS 1: “You shall love the Lord

your God with your whole heart,

‘with your whole soul, and with all
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friendly scribe with a lawyer who
wants (o test Jesus,

The law of Moses in the first
five books of the Old Testament
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2
needed a map or arule?

Reflect on your own
life experience.

2 Share Life
Experien Ce The cover

introduces the gospel issue or
theme and invites group
members to bring their life
experience into the gospel
conversation. People have holy
and amazing spiritual
experiences in their daily lives
that can nourish the whole
group. Have one person read
the cover aloud or take turns
reading paragraphs, then stop
and talk about the question.



mandment?

first commandment.

US 2: The second is like it.
u shall love your neighbor as
rself.” On these two
\mandments rest the whole law
the prophets.

Matthew 2234-40

ains 613 laws. Some of these
s state basic moral imperatives,
- many other laws describe
cific cases. For instance, what
farmer’s ox gets mired in mud
the Sabbath? Does saving the
break the third
nmandment that requires
iing from work on Sabbath?
The Pharisces taught many
al precedents beyond those
tten in the law of Moses. Like
yers today, they had to apply
Taw to new questions. Books
ording cases line the libraries
aw offices. Each past case
ers potential precedents in new
es. As law develops and
Ives, people must ask as the
wisce does in Sunday’s gospel:
at is foundational? The
mans’ destruction of the Jewish
iple in A.D. 70 creates a

radical break with Tsrael’s past
religious traditions. When
Matthew writes in the AD. 805,
this break intensifies the
question—on what foundation
do we build the future?

Jesus answers the question of
what s basic with the verb love, a
call into relationship and
community. He quotes two
commandments long on Israel’s
books, Deuteronomy 6.5 and
Leviticus 19.18. Love must
characterize our most
fundamental relationship with
God and all others.

@ What other verbs say “love”
to you?

@What demonstrates love
most convincingly to you?

he first commandment
identifies thre
dimensions

human person—heart, spirit,
and mind. The commandment
recognizes that each human
person must size up what holds
the world together and set his
or her heart on what seems
most secure. It calls us to set
our hearts on nothing less than
God.

In the word soul the first
commandment recognizes we
are spiritual beings. There is
more to each of us than any
but the Ulimate Other can
touch. We know that we exist,
and we can’t explain why. We
can open or close ourselves to
this mystery. We are conscious
beings who find those we love
continue to live within us when
they are away yet we cannot

fully communicate. The dead

live in our memories but we
have (o trust Jesus’ promise
about what lies beyond death.
Lasting existence and
relationships lie beyond our
grasp but persist in our d
Each human person has a
capacity for relationship with
others and with the Ultimate
Other—God.

Lastly, the first
commandment recognizes we
humans have minds, so we can
think about what really matters,
envision what the world is about.
The great commandment calls
us 10 use our minds, to construct
our best vision and farthest goal,
to laugh at failure, remember
success, to cry, sing, dance,
praise, to start over and over.

@ Who sustains your heart?
@ Who and what nourishes
your spirit?

@ Who stimulates your head?

esus’ second
commandment makes
. that love of God
i inseparable from love of
neighbor and love of self.
‘The Ten Commandments have
the same two divisions. The
first three describe how to love

® What commandments do you
follow in your business or work
team?

@ How have you helped build
community among your
neighbors?

Fitg gy
Once Israel
was oppressed.

he Israclites as a
people originate in an
escape from slavery in

Egypt. The ancient Pharaoh,
who in golden ceremonial
armor incarnated the sun god,
is a prototype oppressor. He
does not open human beings to
the infinite but makes them
slaves for his own purposes. He
values the Hebrews only for
‘making bricks and building
cities, not as people made in
God's image with certain rights
The slaves cry out to God.
‘They speak their suffering to
the only one they can imagine
to be more powerful than
Pharaoh, the only one in whom
they can hope for freedom.
God hears their cry and
remembers them.

, Habitat for Humanity Blitz Build

God and the other seven
describe how to love neighbors.
When people live the
commandments, they create a
community. They worship God
and no other; they rest from
enslaving work; they honor
parents and respect others’
marriages, property,
reputations, and lives.

Gospel love is not an idea or
an emotion but an imperative—a
call 10 act. The great
commandments recognize that
acts of love weave us into
community, just as selfish and
violent acts fray the social fabric.
The commandments are more
than rules to keep and thereby
gain heaven. The actions to
which they call us are the
hammer and nails of Christian

community.

® Decide on three concrete ways that you can help build
trust and love among the neighbors where you live.

Social action
has two feet.

@ Miake a commitment as a family to support one charity
and learn all about it

® “AbUSed: The Postvile Raid,” 2 2011 documentary
aims to help us see immigrants as neighbors rather than
“others.” Visit www.AbUSed: The Postville Raid for
background and photos.
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2 Proclaim the

Sunday GOSpel Sunday by
Sunday provides the gospel in
reader parts, which brings to life
Jesus’ dialogues with people in

the gospels and invites us hearers
into the conversation. Take parts

and proclaim the Word.

4 Reflect on the

Gospel and Life rach
Sunday by Sunday helps readers
place the Sunday passage within
the whole gospel narrative and
liturgical year. Questions are

what Sunday by Sunday does best,

encouraging group members to
connect their life experiences

and Jesus’ teaching in the gospel.
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Read pages 2 and 3.

These openended questions
invite faith sharing, talk that
transforms us.

5 Explore the First

Reading Each weekly issues

provides historical background

on the first Sunday reading, the
reading itself, and questions for
reflection.

6 Pray and Make
Commitments
Sunday by Sunday
provides a prayer
framework for
concluding a
group’s time

together. the gro

WHO LEADS?

Charity and
Justice

This feature suggests
ways for groups and
individuals to put faith
into action. The works
of charity—staffing food
shelves, for instance—help
provide for people’s basic needs.
The work of justice involves us in
changing systems that have
adverse effects on our neighbors
in our city, country, world.

People can take

turns leading and moving the group through

the issue. A leader can ask which questions

up wants to engage. A group doesn’t

need to talk about every question.




